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The Official Community Plan
(OCP) is the principal policy
document that Council uses to
make decisions on matters such
as land use, growth
management, transportation
and mobility, economic
development, infrastructure,
housing needs and protecting
the environment.

Periodically, the OCP needs to
be reviewed by Council, the
public, staff and other key
stakeholders, to determine:
1) If the vision, goals and
objectives of the document are
still valid,  and;
2) Where the document may
need to be altered to reflect
changes in our community.

The OCP review will focus
specifically on the General Plan
which provides the over-riding
policy framework from a broad
municipal perspective, whereas
the Local Area Plans are more
detailed,  neighbourhood-
focused policy documents.

The majority of the Plan’s goals,
objectives and policies are still
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valid and as such, will require little
to no alteration.

In terms of the review, greater
attention will be focused on the
following areas:

§ External forces that affect
the community and future
planning in a significant
manner (i.e. growth
pressures, climate change,
protecting the
environment, and aging of
our population);

§ Major & Neighbourhood
Centers;

§ Federal, Provincial and
Municipal policy changes
that require amendments
be made to the OCP, and;

§ Updating the format of the
document, including
photographs and
diagrams to better
illustrate the Plan’s goals
and objectives.

Participation in this important
review process is both
encouraged and welcomed.

The first opportunities for the
public to provide input were
undertaken in May.  We
encourage you to watch for
notices in the “Saanich News”
and on Saanich’s website in the
fall,  which will note times and
locations where the draft
document can be reviewed and
you can add input.

People, Places, and Perspectives

June 19th, 2007
7:30pm to 8:30pm
City Making in Paradise:
A Conversation with Mike
Harcourt

Join the Honourable Mike Harcourt,
former Premier of British Columbia, for
a thought-provoking discussion of the
ways in which the daily choices we
make as leaders, activists, and
citizens influence our capacity to build
liveable and resilient communities.
Fee: $15 plus GST
Register: By telephone at
250.472.4747 or via e-mail at
register@uvcs.uvic.ca
Or visit:
http://www.uvcs.uvic.ca/

If you have any questions about
the Official Community Plan
review process, please contact:
Sharon Hvozdanski,
Saanich Planning Department,
475-5494 ext 3409 or
hvozdans@saanich.ca

Summer 2007

Peers Creek DevelopmentPeers Creek DevelopmentPeers Creek DevelopmentPeers Creek DevelopmentPeers Creek Development

Gorge WaterwayGorge WaterwayGorge WaterwayGorge WaterwayGorge Waterway



Sponsored by Environmental Services of the Municipality of Saanich    Spring  2007
2

Did you know that composting can reduce the impacts of climate change? Composting food and yard
waste means: fewer trucks go to the landfill and therefore less carbon dioxide is released in exhaust;
less methane is released from the landfill; and finished compost (“black gold”) can replace synthetic
fertilizers and prevent the greenhouse gases associated with their production and transportation.

For a limited time only, the Greater Victoria Compost Education Centre is pleased to offer subsidized
compost bins and composting support to eligible community groups.  Community groups can take
leadership in addressing climate change and make a difference by starting to compost today!

Join us in our Compost for our Climate and Community program. $35
includes a composting and climate change workshop, access to
subsidized composting supplies, materials for joining the Black Gold
Rush Challenge to measure how your composting is having an impact on
climate change, and follow-up composting support.

To be eligible, you must be a non-profit, a cooperative, community
centre, or community group.  Further, your group must be located within the Capital Regional District,
have been in existence for at least one year, have a minimum of 5 members, and have demonstrated
interest and dedication to continue composting over the long-term.

If your group is interested in participating, please contact the Greater Victoria Compost Education
Centre at 386-WORM or info@compost.bc.ca  and we will send you an application form.

This program will be offered during 2007 only, so please apply early.  Thank you to Vancity, the Capital
Regional District and Environment Canada for making this program possible.

Compost for our Climate
An invitation for community groups to
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Ideas Bloom at Broadmead Garden Tour

Broadmead residents Mary Hooper  and Glenn Church hosted a Garden Tour in
May as part of HAT’s Good Neighbours Project around Rithet’s Bog. Over 75
plant species adapted to our dry summer climate, were showcased.  Almost fifty
people buzzed about the gardens with wish-lists in hand.  “Wonderfully organized
and presented. Very impressed!” said BARA Bugle contributor Bruce Stewart.

Not only do Mrs. Hooper’s native perennials reduce maintenance time and money,
they attract birds and butterflies too. Native plants thrive without pesticides and
synthetic fertilizers that can wash down storm drains that lead to salmon in
Colquitz Creek.  Some residents have already benefited from HAT’s land care
visits. HAT’s field staff meet with landholders to create planting prescriptions
specific to their property.  Qualified residents will receive free native plants and
can choose to host swallow nest boxes built by the 5th Tsartlip Cub Scouts.

Broadmead resident David Gellately  appreciated his land care visit.  “HAT’s knowledgeable staff gave me a
folder of useful landscaping information and some solid recommendations on protecting my Garry oaks.  This is
exactly what I needed - my interest in native plants has skyrocketed”, he said.

What are the Top Ten plants for your garden? Call the HATline with your landscaping questions: 995-2428.
Email us at hatmail@hat.bc.ca or visit our website www.hat.bc.ca.
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