
SPECIAL COUNCIL MEETING 
HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

SAANICH MUNICIPAL HALL, 770 VERNON AVENUE 
TUESDAY, APRIL 28, 2009 AT 7:30 P.M. 

 
Present: Chair:  Mayor Leonard 

Council: Councillors Brice, Brownoff, Derman, Gerrard, Hunter, Murdock, 
Sanders and Wergeland. 

Staff: J. Bains, Development Coordinator; J. Chow, Planner; and A. Park, 
Senior Committee Clerk 

 
 
 
 
Bylaw No. 8987 
PLD55 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Bylaw No. 8988 
Elk Lake Drive 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
PUBLIC HEARING 
 
“OFFICIAL COMMUNITY PLAN BYLAW, 2008, AMENDMENT BYLAW, 
2009, NO. 8987” 
 
PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO THE ROYAL OAK LOCAL AREA PLAN 
To designate the entire site occupied by Fire Hall #2 and a proposed fire 
fighting training facility for institutional use by amending the Royal Oak 
Local Area Plan to designate from general residential to institutional use, 
the east portion of Parcel A, Section 9, Lake District, Plan 29935, except 
part in Plan VIP83669 (4595 ELK LAKE DRIVE). 
 
“ZONING BYLAW, 2003, AMENDMENT BYLAW, 2009, NO. 8988” 
 
PROPOSED TRAINING FACILITY AT FIRE HALL #2 ON ELK LAKE 
DRIVE 
To rezone Parcel A, Section 9, Lake District, Plan 29935, except part in 
Plan VIP83669 (4595 ELK LAKE DRIVE) from zones P-1 (Assembly) and 
RS-10 (Single Family Dwelling) to zone P-2 (Utility) to include a proposed 
fire fighting training and practice facility. 
 
The Notice of Public Hearing; the report from the Director of Planning dated 
March 12, 2009 recommending approval of the amendment to the Royal 
Oak Local Area Plan and the rezoning from P-1 and RS-10 to P-2; a letter 
from the Royal Oak Community Association stating no objection to the 
application; one letter from a resident with respect to the need for a drop off 
and pick up area near the transit exchange, were introduced. 
 
APPLICANT: 
Mr. D. Ward, Saanich Fire Chief, stated: 
− Input received at public meetings and Committee of the Whole has 

been considered and incorporated into the plans for the site.  
− Black-clad chain link fencing is now proposed for Viewmont Avenue 

and Royal Oak Drive and is the preference of the Royal Oak 
Community Association for safety and maintenance reasons; it will be 
consistent with existing fencing at the transit exchange; wooden privacy 
fencing is proposed along the abutting residential  properties. 

− Lighting for the proposed training tower will be directed away from 
residential property, set on timers and comply with municipal lighting 
guidelines. 
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Ms. B. Windjack, LADR Landscape Architects, stated: 
− This project was a collaborative effort with Gye Group Urban Forestry 

Consultants and 1st Team Consulting Ltd. 
− The northeast portion of the site contains a Garry oak grove while the 

southerly portion has been cleared for the training facility; a thick 
understory of invasive species has been removed. 

− The training facility site requires an asphalted surface to carry the weight 
of fire trucks and an additional area for training officer parking.  

− A burn facility, pump station and tower are planned. 
− The site will be accessed from Royal Oak Drive with an exit onto 

Viewmont Avenue.  
− Plantings are limited to replacement trees and peripheral plantings along 

Viewmont Avenue; the forested area at the northeast corner will be 
retained. 

 
Mr. Jeff Ball, 1st Team Consulting Ltd., stated: 
− Their firm designed the systems to manage storm water, training 

exercise water and water quality on site. 
 
PUBLIC INPUT: 
Mr. G. Holloway, 4745 Rosehill Road, President of the Royal Oak 
Community Association, stated: 
− Extensive community consultation took place before this proposal came 

forward and concerns have been addressed.  
− He agrees with a residents’ request for a drop off and pick up area near 

the Royal Oak Transit Exchange. 
− An urban garden could be considered for the vacant municipal property 

across Viewmont Avenue. 
 
Ms. K. Whitworth, 4580 Viewmont Avenue, stated: 
− She has been involved with this project since 2005; the training facility is 

an excellent proposal. 
− The neighbourhood may not be aware of the tower proposed as part of 

the training facility. 
 

MOTION: MOVED by Councillor Brownoff and Seconded by Councillor Gerrard: 
“That the application to rezone from P-1 and RS-10 to P-2 be 
approved.” 
 
Councillor Brownoff stated: 
− The clean up of the property has been an improvement and firefighters 

will benefit from having training on site. 
 

The Motion was then Put and CARRIED.

Bylaw No. 8987 
PLD55 
 
 

“OFFICIAL COMMUNITY PLAN BYLAW, AMENDMENT BYLAW, 2009, 
NO. 8987” 
Second and Third Readings. 
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MOVED by Councillor Brice and Seconded by Councillor Wergeland: 
“That Bylaw No. 8987 be read a second time.” 

CARRIED

MOVED by Councillor Brice and Seconded by Councillor Brownoff:  
“That Bylaw No. 8987 be now passed.” 

CARRIED
 

Bylaw No. 8988 
Elk Lake Drive
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“ZONING BYLAW, 2003, AMENDMENT BYLAW, 2009, No. 8988” 
Second and Third Readings 
 
MOVED by Councillor Brownoff and Seconded by Councillor Brice:  
“That Bylaw No. 8988 be read a second time.” 

CARRIED

MOVED by Councillor Brownoff and Seconded by Councillor Brice:  
“That Bylaw No. 8988 be now passed.” 

CARRIED 
 

Adjournment On a motion from Councillor Brownoff, the meeting adjourned at  7:55 p.m. 
 

............................................
MAYOR

 

I hereby certify these Minutes are accurate.
 
 
 

.............................................
MUNICIPAL CLERK

 


