
C L I M A T E  A C T I O N  P L A N

Welcome to our Open House for the draft Saanich Climate Action Plan.
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The Plan is designed to do three things:

   1. Propose a 33% greenhouse gas reduction for community  emissions by 2020 from 2007 levels
 
   2. Propose a 50% greenhouse gas reduction for municipal operations emissions by 2020 from 2007 levels
 
   3. Identify strategies, goals and actions to achieve these emissions targets.
 
 

The Plan is organized into a sections that support a framework for climate action. 
The sections include:
   - The Challenge
   - The Vision
   - Policies in Action
   - Goals and Targets
   - Community Actions
   - Municipal Operations Actions; and
   - Taking Action
   - Next Steps
 

The Taking Action section consists of 4 climate action strategies and goals. 
The strategies include:
  
         Transportation
         Buildings
         Waste; and-
         Energy Alternatives
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In the fall of 2008, the provincial government developed annual inventories for each BC municipality, using 2007 as the starting year. 
This inventory of emissions is used as the baseline to develop reduction targets. 

The 2007 Saanich inventory shows that a total of 521,000 tonnes of community-wide greenhouse gas emissions were released in 2007. 
Based on the projected population growth of Saanich, it is estimated that, without taking any action, or Business-As-Usual (BAU), 
emissions will reach over 577,000 tonnes of greenhouse gas annually by 2020.

The 2007 inventory provided a detailed breakdown of emissions by sector within the community, showing that 62% of greenhouse 
gas emissions are related to fuel combustion vehicles, 30% is related to buildings and 8% to landfilled waste.
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Saanich commits to a 33% reduction of greenhouse gases in the community by 2020 from 2007 levels. 

The Climate Action Plan is the municipality’s climate change blueprint to achieve this vision and will provide Saanich Council, staff and 
residents with the tools to address and adapt to climate change. The Plan seeks to reduce both community and corporate (municipal 
operations) greenhouse gas emissions and prepare the municipality for the anticipated impacts of climate change. This Plan is the 
second of three municipal plans which work together to reduce emissions and adapt to climate change.

The Plan takes the next step, pulling together current and proposed community actions into one cohesive document that lays the 
foundation for community and municipal climate action to 2020 and beyond. The Plan also matches the Provincial emission reduction 
targets of 33% by 2020 from 2007 levels, thereby working toward the goal of reducing Saanich’s carbon footprint and community 
reliance on scarce and increasingly costly fossil fuels.

The Plan contains 4 strategies focussed on the reduction and mitigation of emissions.  This Climate Action Plan is also designed to fit 
the framework set by the Federation of Canadian Municipalities (FCM) Partners for Climate Protection Program (PCP). The program 
consists of 5 milestones for communities to achieve by planning for and taking action on greenhouse gas emissions. This Plan brings 
the municipality to milestone 3 and sets the stage for milestones 4 and 5 to be completed in the coming years. 

  Federation of Canadian Municipalities (FCM) Partners for Climate Protection Program (PCP)  Milestones

    1. Creating a greenhouse gas emissions inventory and forecast; 
    2. Setting an emissions reductions target; 
    3. Developing a local action plan; 
    4. Implementing the local action plan or a set of activities; and 
    5. Monitoring progress and reporting results.
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ostering Climate Actionostering Climate ActionF

 Sets reduction goals and 
 targets for both the community 
 and municipal operations

 Identifies range of current 
 and future actions to reduce 
 emissions

 Identifies climate change 
 impacts and assesses capacity

 Leads community engagement  
 on adaptation issues 

 Identifies and prioritizes 
 actions for different 
 stakeholders in Saanich

 Commitment to climate action

 Supports BC Climate Action   
 Charter

 Confirms Carbon Neutral    
 Plan setting 10% reduction    
 target in corporate emissions
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